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Section: Reading – First Grade  
 
Overall Rationale:  Columbia Public School students develop into citizens who actively participate as 
knowledgeable, reflective, creative and critical members of a variety of literacy communities as a result of 
mastering the standards and objectives of the K-12 Language Arts curriculum. Oral and written communication 
skills are central to both cognitive and social development. People read, write, talk, listen, view and represent 
ideas to find and interpret information; to combine knowledge and experience; to reflect and relax; to explore 
possibilities and generate new ideas; to solve problems; to make decisions; and to communicate their 
experiences to others. 
  
The research of the National Association for the Education of Young Children and the International Reading 
Association documents that literacy development is best articulated as a developmental continuum. Therefore, 
there is individual variation in the rate and pace in which students gain literacy knowledge. In addition, 
students simultaneously develop as readers, listeners, speakers, and writers through developmentally 
appropriate instruction that provides scaffolded support through the use of direct instruction, demonstration, 
modeling, and practice. 
  
A thoughtful examination of the current research in language arts instruction, the literacy achievement data of 
our students, and the perceptual data of our stakeholders has guided the Elementary Language Arts Program 
Evaluation Committee in the construction of the rationale, goals, and curriculum objectives for elementary 
language arts instruction in the Columbia Public Schools.   
  
Rationale: The 21st century demands that a literate person possess a wide range of abilities and 
competencies. Therefore, the goal of the Columbia Public Schools is to prepare students in the area of reading 
to process and understand complex text and to communicate effectively. Students read to respond to the 
present and future demands of society and the workplace. Since reading is the complex and purposeful 
process of constructing meaning from text, students use their knowledge of spoken and written language, their 
knowledge of the topic of the text, and their knowledge of culture to construct meaning. Students read in 
order to better understand themselves, others, and the world around them; they use the knowledge they gain 
from reading to change the world in which they live.  
 
Course Description: The Reading Strand ensures that all Columbia Public School students will progress in 
their ability to read a wide range of print and non-print text to build an understanding of themselves and 
others; acquire new information and share it with others; orchestrate a wide-range of strategies to decode, 
comprehend, and think critically about text; and develop the habits and attitudes of a successful literate citizen 
of the 21st century.  
 
Learning Goal 1: Develops and applies knowledge of print and text features. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Distinguishes among 
words, letters, and 
sentences 

      

  Controls directionality , 
including within words 
and on a page 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Demonstrates knowledge 

that print contains a 
constant message in 
fiction and non-fiction 
text 

    

  Demonstrates knowledge 
that pictures provide 
clues and carry meaning 
in fiction and non-fiction 
text 

    

Identifies upper and 
lower case letters and 
first and last letters in 
words 

      

  Demonstrates that 
punctuation carries 
meaning 

    

  Demonstrates book 
knowledge (e.g. title, 
author, illustrator, 
headings, captions, table 
of contents) 

   

  Identifies and explains 
information in text, 
pictures, title and charts 

    

 
 
Learning Goal 2: Decodes text by applying phonemic and orthographic knowledge to the reading process  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Blends and segments 

words into phonemes 
    

  Hears and says 
beginning and ending 
phonemes in words 

    

Recognizes consonants 
and vowels 

     

  Hears and identifies long 
and short vowel sounds 
in words and the letters 
that represent them 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Recognizes and uses 

appropriate blends and 
digraphs  

    

  Hears and says onset 
and rime 

    

  Blends and segments 
onset and rime 

    

  Hears, says, connects, 
and generates rhyming 
words 

    

  Identifies number of 
syllables in words 

    

  Segments and blends 
syllables in two and 
three syllable words to 
read and say words  

    

  Reads words with 
inflectional endings (ed, 
ing 

    

  Recognizes and reads 
grade-appropriate high 
frequency words 

    

  Recognizes and uses 
beginning consonant 
sounds and the letters 
that represent them to 
read and write new 
words 

    

  Replaces beginning and 
ending sounds to form 
new words 

    

  Uses initial letters and 
word parts to decode 
words 

    

  Separates, says, and 
blends sounds in words 
to aid in decoding, using 
the largest appropriate 
unit 

    

  Segments sentences into 
words 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Recognizes and uses the 

morphologic and 
orthographic patterns of 
the Late Letter Name 
Stage (see Word Study 
Curriculum) 

    

 
 
Learning Goal 3: Monitors and reads fluently with appropriate rate, phrasing and effective expression to 
make meaning  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Identifies rhythm, 
rhyme, alliteration, and 
repeating line or phrase 
in read aloud and 
independent reading 

      

      Reads grade-level 
instructional text by 
developing automaticity 
with familiar text (e.g. text 
containing high frequency 
words, No Excuse Words, 
environmental print) 

      Reads grade-level 
instructional text with 
appropriate attention to 
punctuation, phrasing and 
expression 

    Adjusts rate based upon 
text difficulty and 
purpose 

  

 
 
Learning Goal 4:  Develops and applies expressive and receptive vocabulary skills to the reading process  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Demonstrates word 

consciousness by 
identifying, reading, 
hearing, and discussing 
unknown words from 
conversations, 
discussions, print text, 
and non-print text 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Uses sound-letter 

relationships, known 
words, and word parts to 
say and read new words 

    

  Notices unknown words 
(word consciousnesses) 
and predicts the meaning 
using pictures, contextual 
clues, and knowledge of 
known words and word 
parts 

    

    Demonstrates 
comprehension and use 
of new vocabulary 
acquired in shared, 
modeled and guided 
reading 

  

    Demonstrates 
comprehension and use 
of academic, 
environmental, and 
content area vocabulary 

  

    Demonstrates 
comprehension and use 
of age and grade-level 
appropriate synonyms, 
antonyms, and words 
with multiple meanings 

  

 
 
Learning Goal 5:  Independently select and apply appropriate comprehension strategies for reading a variety 
of texts  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
    Notices loss of meaning 

and attempts self 
correction 

  

  Demonstrates 
comprehension skills 
previously introduced 

    

  States a purpose for 
reading, with assistance 

    

  Uses background 
knowledge /schema 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Previews text and 

illustrations 
    

  Uses prior knowledge, 
pictures, text and text 
structures to make 
meaningful predictions 
about characters or 
events  

    

  Identifies and explains 
relevant connections to 
self and other texts 

    

  Asks text related 
questions to clarify 
meaning 

    

    Uses predictions, 
questioning, and 
connections to draw 
inferences 

  

  Recognizes and retells 
main ideas and 
supporting details 

    

  Develops and utilizes 
strategies to visualize oral 
and written text 

    

      Reads familiar text 
confidently and can retell 
major content from visual 
and printed texts 

    Predicts and checks 
meaning using cueing 
systems: Meaning (Does 
it make sense?); 
Structure (Does is 
look/sound like 
language?); Visual (Does 
it look right?) 

  

  Rereads for various 
reasons (e.g. to confirm, 
predict, self-correct) 
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Learning Goal 6:  Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate a variety of 
print and non-print text  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Answers basic 
comprehension 
questions 

      

      Retells information from 
text /story in logical order 
orally and through 
illustrations and re-
enactments 

  Uses details from text to 
identify story elements 
(main characters, 
problems/events, 
solutions, setting) in 
shared reading, read-
aloud, and independent 
reading 

    

  Remembers and 
discusses interesting and 
important information in 
a text 

    

Identifies sensory 
images and details in 
text (sight, sound, 
touch, smell, taste) 

      

  Identifies with assistance 
simple messages 
conveyed through oral 
and visual media 

    

    States and supports 
opinions about texts 
(reflects, analyzes with 
assistance) 

  

      Reads and follows a simple 
direction to perform a task 
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Learning Goal 7:  Demonstrates an awareness of self as a reader  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
    Chooses reading material 

at appropriate level 
  

    Takes risk as reader by 
trying different strategies 
and attempting to solve 
problems 

  

    Sustains reading 
behaviors (e.g. reading 
for increasing amounts 
of time 

  

    Shares reading with 
others (reads aloud to 
others, talks about texts 
or illustrations 

  

    Initiates reading on own   

    Self evaluates own 
reading and talks about 
strengths and 
weaknesses 

  

    Sets reading goals with 
assistance 

  

 


